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always in his mind at this time, verified in the world-conflict  CHAP.
which ho would not live to see:                                                 LXXIII.
^3T. 63.
Wo are conducting what I have called a great war under absolutely
novel conditions. It has fallen, to our lot to make the first experiment in
actual warfare with an onomy armed with Mauser rifles, with smokeless
powder, wifch I/ho most powerful modern artillery. We have had to meet
a. foe as brave as ourselves and. skilful in a particular form of defensive
warfare of which no experience on a large scale had hitherto been had
by any military powor. . . . But do not think that Englishmen alone
make mistakes, and do not be afraid that if even greater trials should
befall MS wo shall not bo able to hold our own against any who may come
against us. ... I say that we shall emerge from this war stronger than
we have ever boon before. We shall have tested our weak points, we
shall find out our defects; I hope we shall have the wisdom and the
courage to correct them. And, above all, we have realised the greatness,
tho possibilities, the unity of this great federation of sister-nations that
wo call the British Empire.
Ho had. avowed his belief that Lord Roberts had brought the
war ' 'almost within measurable distance of a satisfactory con-
clusion". What then? He announced on behalf of the Govern-
ment that both the Boer Republics "must be and shall be fully
incorporated in Her Majesty's Dominions".
That is not a bad fate for them. They will not be worse off than the
people of Canada or the people of Australia.... As soon as it is safe and
possible it will be the desire and the intention of Her Majesty's Govern-
ment to introduce these States into the great circle of self-governing
Colonies. . . . There is only one cure for racial antagonism and that is a
reign of justice and equality. ... I am certain it is the one desire of this
country that the two races should as soon as possible forget the past,
that they should work together for the prosperity of the common
country in which they must live together. . . .
But he commented in a very different tone upon the
activities of the Stop-the-War Committee. "Up to the present
time their efforts have been powerless against the patriotism
of the people. But they are waiting, they tell us, for the reaction.
May they wait long!" Were the sacrifices of the war to be